
 

The climate emergency means the  
Silvertown tunnel must be stopped 

 
The graph shows the rate at which greenhouse gas emissions need to go down, according to 
climate scientists (blue), and the rates envisaged by the Greater London Authority (orange) 
and Transport for London (grey). 
The blue line is the trajectory researchers at the Tyndall Centre for Climate Change Research 
calculate London should follow between now and 2050, to make its fair contribution to 
tackling the climate emergency. The centre works out such budgets for all local authorities, 



 

linked directly to global temperature targets and principles of equity between developed 
nations and poorer nations enshrined in the UN Paris agreement.  

The orange line shows the more optimistic of two trajectories plotted by the Greater 
London Authority, reflecting what it hopes will be achieved by the London Environment 
Strategy. 

Both blue and orange lines reflect annual “carbon budgets” (i.e. how much carbon can 
safely be emitted in London), for the industrial, domestic and transport energy sectors (but 
not consumption, aviation or military emissions), according to the Tyndall Centre and the 
GLA respectively.  

The grey line shows the trajectory of carbon dioxide emissions calculated by Transport for 
London, for the transport sector only, in London (a slightly different area from the GLA’s).  It 
shows the rate at which TfL expects those emissions to fall, assuming the Silvertown Tunnel 
is built.   

The grey line refers to the annual emissions totals on the right-hand scale. The blue and 
orange lines refer to the much larger totals on the left-hand scale.    

The graph shows that, over the next ten critical years to deal with the climate emergency, (i) 
TfL expects greenhouse gas emissions from transport to fall more than 25 times slower than 
the GLA intends total London emissions should fall, and (ii) the GLA expects, if all its 
environmental policies are implemented, emissions will fall at less than half the pace that 
the Tyndall Centre’s scientists say is needed. 

The small print 

The Tyndall Centre carbon budgets can be found in: J. Kuriakose et al, Setting Climate Commitments for Greater London: 
quantifying the implications of the UN Paris Agreement for Greater London (Manchester: Tyndall Centre, 2019), at 
<https://carbonbudget.manchester.ac.uk/reports/LN/>. 

The London emissions trajectory is from the London Zero Carbon Pathways Tool, downloadable at 
<https://data.london.gov.uk/dataset/london-s-zero-carbon-pathways-tool> (“carbon budgets results” sheet). It reflects the 
emissions pathway described in the London Environment Strategy, pp. 207-208, as “with additional electricity and gas grid 
decarbonisation”. This is the most ambitious of the trajectories modelled; it “shows an extra 30 per cent [reduction in 
greenhouse gas emissions] can and must be achieved through the decarbonisation of energy grids and other actions at a 
UK level in line with policies and proposals identified as needed by the independent Committee on Climate Change”.   

The TfL trajectories show the expected carbon dioxide emissions for the traffic network area of which the Silvertown tunnel 
is a part, according to TfL’s Silvertown Tunnel Environment Statement (see table 6-25 on page 6-131). 

The graph is based on material in the Stop Digging report (Transport Action Network and others, June 2020), by Simon 
Pirani, pages 15-19. With thanks to Dr Andrew Boswell (Climate Energy Planning and Policy) and Dr Jaise Kuriakose, Tyndall 
Centre for Climate Change Research. 

 

 

Link to report: The Silvertown Tunnel is in a hole, so STOP DIGGING 
published by the Transport Action Network, Stop the Silvertown Tunnel Coalition, Extinction 
Rebellion Greenwich and Speak Out Woolwich 

  

 

https://transportactionnetwork.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/07/Stop-Digging-Report.pdf

